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The Art of Photography Assignment 5   

Applying the techniques of illustration and narrative 

A day at the races 

 

This has been another really interesting assignment that has required me to explore an area that I would 

previously have considered ‘not for me’.  Partly the reason for the ‘not for me’ statement is that I have an 

anxiety about photographing people and I couldn’t see me undertaking an assignment like this without 

photographing people. The other reason is that I worry about being able to capture the story and at the 

same time demonstrate the technical skills I am trying to develop.  Having worked through this module, I 

now understand that there are occasions when the subject is more important than the technique and this 

fact helped me to accept some of the images I took for the assignment.   

The thing that came across most strongly as a result of this project was the need to undertake sufficient 

research and plan the project well.  The exercise in the text about the Lord Mayor’s Show was really helpful 

but although I thought I had planned my work, I soon discovered that there were things that I hadn’t 

thought of, such as where I would be allowed to stand, where the light would be coming from and the fact 

that there would be a large television screen directly in front of me as the horses ran up to the finishing 

line.  If I had the opportunity to do this again, I would go to the race course without my camera in advance 

of the meeting to see what was possible and give to me a chance to think through some of the difficulties I 

might encounter.  

I gave some thought to the lenses I would need and took an 18 – 200 telephoto and a 70 – 300 telephoto 

lens but in the end made more use of the 18-200.  The day started off quite dull and grey and in order to 

get fast enough shutter speeds I needed to use a high ISO.  I’m not sure that the shutter speeds were quite 

fast enough for the action shots though and I may have been better with shallower depths of field too, so 

that the background was thrown out of focus.  I hadn’t really appreciated, how hard it would be to focus 

on a racing horse even with a greater depth of field; this is an area that needs much more practice. 

In putting together this assignment I have tried to draw on as many of the techniques from the module as 

possible and so used juxtaposition and symbols in the still life for the cover photograph. I took several 

pictures for the cover, both in landscape and portrait format but decided on a portrait shot in the end as 

this is usually the format of a magazine.  I also tried to replicate what a page in a magazine might look like 

with a compilation of photographs to illustrate the ‘selling race’ and this allowed me to use different sizes 

of photographs to illustrate the story. 

I do feel that this has very much been a starting point in terms of this style of photography for me and in 

some respects feel less confident about the images submitted than I did in previous assignments.  However 

it has allayed some of my fears, increased my respect for those who practice this genre and given me the 

confidence to explore it further in the future.   


